Organisations Supporting the “Middlesbrough – A Fairtrade Town” Campaign: 
A Guidance Note

1. Introduction

The following guidance is aimed at assisting organisations in promoting Fairtrade and supporting the campaign. 
2.
What is Fairtrade?

Fairtrade is an international programme that ensures that producers in developing countries receive a fair price for their products.  The price at which goods are bought is always above the global market value and farmers and producers are also guaranteed a minimum price for their products, even if global prices slump.  This means that producers can plan effectively and invest in their business.  In addition, a premium is paid on Fairtrade goods which provides for the development of essential services in producers’ communities, such as improved education and health care.  This provides better living conditions for these communities and also assists them in competing in the global market – for example by meeting hygiene standards required by buyers.
Fairtrade products are certified by the Fairtrade Foundation and carry the Fairtrade Mark.  Only products carrying the Mark are guaranteed Fairtrade. 

Fairtrade is not “Aid” that is paid to governments; it is a fair price for goods and support for communities paid directly to those communities.

Middlesbrough achieved Fairtrade Town status in March 2007.  This means that Middlesbrough has undertaken a series of actions to promote Fairtrade, including:

· Middlesbrough Council has passed a resolution supporting Fairtrade and offers Fairtrade refreshments at its meetings and catering outlets.

· The town has a specified number of retail and catering outlets stocking at least two Fairtrade products – this is determined by population and in Middlesbrough requires that we have at least 28 retail and 14 catering outlets.

· There is strong support for Fairtrade from all sectors, including public, private and voluntary and community sector organisations.  In Middlesbrough there has been excellent support from faith groups – where much of the Fairtrade movement began.

· The town is committed to promoting Fairtrade, including events throughout the year, with a particular focus on Fairtrade Fortnight in February and March each year.

In Middlesbrough, the campaign is overseen by the Fairtrade Group, which includes representation from all sectors of the local community.

3.
Why Support Fairtrade?

The principal reason for supporting Fairtrade is that in promotes the sustainable development of communities in the developing world.  This promotes economic and social stability in these countries.  It also helps to reduce some of the causes of climate change and promotes environmental sustainability.  

There are several other reasons why an organisation may wish to support Fairtrade:

· It is good for organisational image – showing that the organisation cares about global and local issues;

· Portrays the organisation as progressive and forward thinking;

· Demonstrates the organisation’s commitment to Middlesbrough, meeting the town’s aspirations and its commitment to Fairtrade;
· Many employees will already be supporting Fairtrade personally and supporting Fairtrade corporately helps demonstrate the caring image of the organisation to employees;

· Meets Corporate Social Responsibility targets and other organisational objectives; 

· Good for promotion of the organisation, providing many publicity opportunities.

4.
Basic Requirements

In order to join the Middlesbrough Fairtrade campaign, an organisation must:
· Pass a resolution supporting Fairtrade through its Management Board or (other governing body) and agree to serve Fairtrade refreshments (tea and coffee) at all of its meetings.  Groups without a governing body can simply agree to support Fairtrade.
· Where appropriate, provide Fairtrade alternatives for tea and coffee at all of its retail outlets, at a price comparable to non-Fairtrade products.
· Display the Middlesbrough – A Fairtrade Town window sticker and certificate prominently.

Note that the Fairtrade requirements for refreshments do not extend to informal staff-run tea and coffee supplies in staff rooms etc; although it would be appropriate to run campaigns to encourage the use of Fairtrade products (see below).

5.
Progression

Beyond these essential requirements, larger organisations particularly are encouraged to undertake some or all of the following:
· Increase the availability of Fairtrade products at meetings and through catering or retail outlets, including sugar, fruit juice, fruit and biscuits.

· Run promotional campaigns for staff to encourage the use of Fairtrade products.

· Promote Fairtrade events taking place in Middlesbrough and elsewhere.

· Build Fairtrade into purchasing policies and encouraging suppliers to consider using Fairtrade products themselves.

· Participate in Fairtrade Fortnight.

6.
Further Information

Further information can be obtained from Middlesbrough Environment City.  Tel: 01642 811300.  E-mail: mec.projects@classmail.co.uk.

In addition, the website of the Fairtrade Foundation includes useful and up to date information on Fairtrade.  www.fairtrade.org.uk.  A website for Fairtrade in Middlesbrough is currently being developed.







