MIDDLESBROUGH FAIRTRADE GROUP
NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6TH JANUARY 2011
PRESENT: Cllr Julia Rostron (Chair); Mark Fishpool (MEC); Cherie Kemp (MEC); Kitty Grove-Stephensen (Volunteer); Cllr Nicky Walker; Cllr Ron Lowes; Cllr Barry Coppinger; Martin Green (Hartlepool Fairtrade Group); Cllr David Budd; Phillip Henderson-Thynne (Macmillan Academy); Jon Berg (Teesside University Students’ Union).
APOLOGIES: Christine Cleminson; Judith Croft; Jenny Gill (represented by Jon Berg); Yvonne Ewington; John Whittingham;  Cllr Charles Rooney. 

JR welcomed new members and the Hartlepool representative to the meeting.

1.
Notes of last meeting and matters arising

No changes to the notes of the last meeting.  All items to be considered on the agenda.
2.
Progress on work programme – for information and discussion

CK gave an update on the audit of Council premises.  This was underway, but there are a significant number of outlets and she has only a limited time each week on Fairtrade.  JR suggested making a list and asking members to sign up to checking a small number.  This was agreed.  CK to make table and circulate.
Concessions and the difficulties with these were discussed.  Many members of the public see these as Council premises and do not understand why they are not serving Fairtrade.  A recent incident was mentioned at Boho where Fairtrade was promoted but the refreshments were not Fairtrade certified.  MIMA and The Golf Centre are now serving Fairtrade refreshments.  There is a policy in place at the Council, but this is not water tight and many concessions were awarded prior to the introduction of the Sustainable Procurement Policy.  NW to look further into this and report back.

The article in Middlesbrough Matters showing Lesley Jackson receiving the Fairtrade Certificate from  JR was mentioned.  Lesley was commended for her support for Fairtrade.  The article also encouraged other departments to obtain free samples from MEC.
3.
Fairtrade Fortnight – planning


The group spent some time discussing events for Fairtrade Fortnight.  A Tees Valley event is planned and a separate meeting is being held to discuss this on 18th January.  It was agreed that the potential work with Real Radio was too expensive and did not represent value for money.

The Green Market in Captain Cook Square is planned for 9th March.

The Students’ Union is very keen to be involved and Jenny Gill is working up a programme of events.  They could also do a mass email to students in February promoting Fairtrade Fortnight.

The possibility was mentioned of linking in with the Transporter Bridge celebrations.  Suggested that contact made with Rob Guest.  CK to pursue.

Macmillan Academy is also keen to be involved.  MF mentioned that it would be useful to have an event in Captain Cook Square on the middle Saturday of Fairtrade Fortnight (March 5th) – this would be the day after the proposed Tees valley event (March 4th in Stockton).  MF to discuss with Louise Willans on her return from leave.
4.
Schools involvement


CK reported progress with Macmillan Academy, Hemlington Hall and Viewley Hill.
5.
Audit of Council premises

This item was discussed under Item 2.
6.
MP engagement


An enthusiastic response was received to JR’s letter from Tom Blenkinsop, MP for Middlesbrough South and East Cleveland.  Opportunities for his involvement were discussed in relation to Fairtrade Fortnight.  JR to speak to Tom when she sees him and MF to formally approach his office.  It was noted that the town centre is in the constituency of Sir Stuart Bell MP and that he should be invited to any events there as well as Tom Blenkinsop.
7.
Any other business

It was noted that Mayor Mallon cut the cake to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Fairtrade Christmas Shop.  The shop was a great success this year with a turnover of £31,500, 15% up on last year.  This was helped by the better location.  The group expressed thanks to Jenny Medhurst for her work and support.
The Mayor asked JR to speak to Kevin Parkes about space for the Fairtrade Shop in the Craft Centre.  JR to progress.

MG mentioned that this year’s Fairtrade Fortnight would be promoting honey in addition to “Show Your Label”.  He also invited members to the next Hartlepool Fairtrade Group meeting on 10th January.  CK agreed to attend on behalf of Middlesbrough.

8.
Date of next meeting

Thursday 17th February 2011, 12 for 12.15 at MEC.
