MIDDLESBROUGH FAIRTRADE GROUP

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9th September 2011

PRESENT: Cllr Julia Rostron (Chair); Cllr Ron Lowes; Mark Fishpool (MEC); John Whittingham (Volunteer);  Cherie Kemp (MEC); Kitty Grove-Stephensen (Volunteer); Louise Willans (MEC); Brian Simpson (MEC)

APOLOGIES: Cllr David Budd; Cllr Barry Coppinger; Yvonne Ewington; Philip Henderson-Thynne; Jenny Gill; Martin Green.

1.	Notes of last meeting and matters arising
	No changes to the notes of the last meeting.
	KGS unfortunately could not attend the Regional Meeting on 30th June and no minutes have yet arrived.
Lampton Worm Event – no information came forward.
	MF to contact Mike Hopkins from Middlesbrough College.
	Environment Action Group – LSP – has changed, MF is now on the LSP as One Planet Living representative and the link to Fairtrade.
	Website still needs updating.
	CK has e-mailed Tom Robinson.
	Cll Rostron has approached the Teesside Pension Fund to ask about investment in ethical investments.  MF to look at what the Teesside Fund does invest in.

2.	Outlet Review
	Southlands Centre want to purchase more Fairtrade products, KGS to approach Southlands Centre.
	Aldi & Lidl stores are stocking more Fairtrade products.
	Outlet list to be updated as some stores have closed.
	Council premises are now stocking more Fairtrade products.
	Stewart Park new café to open 2012 will be watched to ensure they are using Fairtrade products.
	CK has written to all hairdressers and cafés in Middlesbrough asking if they use Fairtrade products, one reply was received from a hairdresser who uses Fairtrade products whenever possible.
	Letter to go to Kevin Parkes via Cllr Rostron requesting that Fairtrade is requested to be used in future franchising of council tenders for catering.
	
3.       Update on Work Programme 2011/12
The 2011 / 2012 work programme was passed around and discussed.
Most council outlets have been visited and are ok.
Outlet database has been updated but needs reviewing on a regular basis.
Fairtrade Schools is on the agenda of the EESWG meeting on 09.09.11.
Students’ Union at the university are doing some good work around Fairtrade.

4.       Report to the Fairtrade Foundation
Fairtrade report was submitted in early August and an acknowledge e-mail has been received.
The 2011/12 action plan was requested which was sent, awaiting outcome of status.



5.	Food Sustainability Action Plan
	The launch of the action plan is on Tuesday 13th September at Linthorpe Road Resource Centre starting at 4.30pm with presentations on 4 themes.  At 7.00pm a film is to be shown called “Food Inc” with a discussion to follow.
	
The Food Sustainability Action Plan will only be available in PDF format available from the website, Theme 3 of the plan was passed around as this is about Fairtrade.

6.	One Planet Living Awards 2011
	The awards will take place on Thursday 17th November at Middlesbrough Town Hall Council Chamber.

	Leaflet is at the printers but is available on the MEC website.

	There is a Fairtrade category and steering group members are requested to get groups to apply.

7.	Any other business
	The Town Meal is on 24th September in Centre Square.  A Fairtrade stall is available, KGS is to get supplies from Jenny Medhurst and Cllr Rostron offered to help.

	Next regional meeting is to be held on Thursday 15th September at Newcastle, KGS to attend and represent Middlesbrough.  Two interesting topics for discussion are Playfair 2012 and Trader / Business engagement.

	KGS has received a draft constitution for the N/East Forum.

	KGS informed the group of the responses of EU cotton subsidies from Fiona Hall MEP, Jim Pace MP (DEFRA) and Roberta Blackman-Woods (MP, City of Durham).

8.	Date of next meeting
	Thursday 10th November 12.15 at MEC
