MIDDLESBROUGH FAIRTRADE GROUP
NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th February 2011
PRESENT: Cllr Barry Coppinger(Chair) (MC); Mark Fishpool (MEC); John Whittingham (Volunteer);  Cherie Kemp (MEC); Kitty Grove-Stephensen (Volunteer);  Cllr Ron Lowes (MC);  Jon Berg (Teesside University Students’ Union); Chris Francis (MC); Louise Willans (MC); Brian Simpson (MC).
APOLOGIES:  Cllr Julia Rostron; Cllr David Budd; Jenny Gill (represented by Jon Berg); Yvonne Ewington; Phillip Henderson-Thynne (Macmillan Academy);  Bob King (represented by Chris Francis); a representative from Teesside University. 

1.
Notes of last meeting and matters arising

No changes to the notes of the last meeting.  Mark informed of a meeting with Hartlepool and Stockton where it was agreed that there was no scope for a regional event this year but a joint press release for Tees Valley Activities would be produced.
2.
Fairtrade Fortnight

Mark went through the events list planned that involve MEC, MC and Macmillan Academy. Fairtrade group members are encouraged to support all of the activities planned.
Jon went through the list of events the Students Union is planning for Fairtrade Fortnight.  It was agreed that the event on 28th February would be used to launch the Fortnight with a photo opportunity at 12 noon.  This would involve various props – banana suit, blow up tea cup and anything else available.  Louise to find props.

The Students Union is also having information displayed on screens around the University. This may be able to go on the Big Screen in Centre Square.  Louise to coordinate with Jon and the BBC over the Big Screen.

It was agreed that next year we would involve the Fairtrade retailers more in the events.  Cherie to email the list of retailers to Jon.

On Friday 11th March Sir Stuart Bell MP and Tom Blenkinsop MP will attend a Fairtrade Breakfast at Middlesbrough Cycle Centre 9am -10am. MEC staff and anyone else who would like to can cycle down to the Cycle Centre to meet them and enjoy a Fairtrade breakfast.  Assemble at MEC at 8.30am and let Louise know if you need to borrow a bike.  Also on 11th there is an event at the Students Union with a fruit bowl, samples and stalls.


A list of these and other events planned in the region will be sent to the Council Press Office on Monday 21st March.

7.
Any other business

There was no other business.

8.
Date of next meeting

Thursday 7th April 2011, 12 for 12.15 at MEC.
