MIDDLESBROUGH FAIRTRADE GROUP

NOTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7th April 2011

PRESENT: Cllr Julia Rostron (Chair); Cllr Barry Coppinger; Cllr David Budd; Mark Fishpool (MEC); John Whittingham (Volunteer);  Cherie Kemp (MEC); Kitty Grove-Stephensen (Volunteer); Bob King(MC);  Louise Willans (MEC); 

APOLOGIES:  Brian Simpson; Charles Rooney; Jenny Gill; Judith Croft; Martin Green;  Philip Henderson-Thyne; Cllr Ron Lowes

1.	Notes of last meeting and matters arising
No changes to the notes of the last meeting and no matters arising.

2.	Fairtrade Fortnight
	There were 2 events in Captain Cooks Square which were not as well attended as previous years but this was due to the general reduction of shoppers visiting Middlesbrough.

Apart from a couple of schools the bunting locally was a bit of a non event although Kitty reported that it had more positive feedback regionally.

MEC invited the Diocese to a Fairtrade coffee morning and converted them to the cause.

The Students Union had a 2 week event with raffle prizes donated by the Co-op and a promotional stall.

Sir Stuart Bell MP and Tom Blenkinsop MP came to the Cycle Centre for a Fairtrade breakfast.

Kitty attended a meeting in Newcastle where the emphasis was put on Gold Standard labels.  She also distributed some Shared Interest information.  This is the investment side of Traidcraft and any amount over £100 can be invested.  Barry suggested the information be passed to the Teesside Pension Fund for consideration – Julia will pass this to them.

3.       Outlet Review	
The database is continually updated although there will be less time to do this in the future as Cherie has less hours.  Aldi is doing well but unfortunately they are not allowed to display their certificates.

Progress is slow with the Council outlets as it is time consuming but generally it is more positive than expected.

The new directive for retail outlets is to have 4 products stocked, Greggs are the only shops this will affect.  There may be a special dispensation for specialist stores such as Thorntons.  

Cherie is going to mailout local Hairdressers to ask then to change to Fairtrade.

John gave thanks from the Theatre Club who are proudly displaying their certificate.

4.       Work Programme 2011/12
Mark gave a Review of Achievements for 2010/11.  The only issue was Middlesbrough College.  They were serving Fairtrade in the cafeteria but not at meetings.  Julia will write to the Chair of Governors and the Principal.

Mark then went through the proposed activities for 2011/12.  It was highlighted that we would review the support given and received to partners prior to Fairtrade Fortnight.

5.	Any other business
Kitty had been to a Regional meeting where it was agreed we would join in a regional event using the bunting as scales for a Lampton Worm that would travel round the region.  Kitty will contact Martin in Hartlepool to discuss this.

Cleveland Police now use Fairtrade and it was agreed we would contact the Fire Brigade via the appropriate Council  Member.  Julia would find out who this was.

Kitty asked if she could have a stall in the Polling Station on 5th May as she had heard of this being done elsewhere.  Julia will check if this is possible and let Kitty know. 

6.	Date of next meeting
	Mark will set dates for the year and circulate with the minutes.
