Middlesbrough Fairtrade Group Meeting

Notes of the Meeting held on Thursday 17th June 2010

1. Apologies for Absence. 



































































































2. Notes of the last meeting

The notes of the previous meeting were agreed.
3. Matters Arising
The Regional Purchasing Guide is now available and 100 has been allocated to Middlesbrough, Dennis will collect them from the Regional Steering Group on 16th July.  This is also available in PDF format.

4. Other Activities.

MEC attended Grove Hill Fun Day and Linthorpe Festival promoting Fairtrade and will do the same at the following events –
Kader Community Centre, Breckon Hill Surestart, Hindu Centre, Linthorpe Cemetery, MELA, Cleveland Show, Belle Vue Fun Day, Breckon Hill Fun Day, Easterside Fun Day and the Town Meal.

Next week is Bike Week and all using the Cycle Centre can have a Fairtrade Breakfast.

Dennis is updating the database of outlets and consulted Fairtrade about the situation on Cadburys chocolate bars.  An outlet has to carry another line as well as chocolate bars as they count as one item.  

A discussion took place about Thorntons who sell a number of Fairtrade chocolate products so would not qualify, but as they sell little else should they be a special case?  Dennis will contact Fairtrade to get a definitive answer.                                                                                        DR
Greggs and some other catering outlets are installing a vending machine to dispense Fairtrade products.

It was agreed we would write to the two recently elected MP’s to ask them to support the use of Fairtrade products in the House of Commons.                                                                     MF

MEC supported Lush in their national Sustainable Transport event.

At this years Schools Days event all participating schools were given a Big Brew pack.
World Fairtrade Day on 8th May was a big success with the stall taking £120.  This was a joint event with Healthy Town Urban Farming, TFM and the Tees Valley Drummers performed.
5. National Fairtrade Fortnight.

Fairtrade fortnight 2011 is 28th February until 13th March.  As yet we do not know the theme.

6. Any Other Business. 
Middlesbrough has not been asked to file a report as the Fairtrade Town status has been extended to July 2011.
The web site needs updating with Julia replacing Barry.  Andrea had been on the site and said it was not working properly as the page would not scroll down.  Mark will get the web site mended and updated.                                                                                                              MF

Kitty asked if there were any other opportunities to have the Tradecraft stall selling at any of the up and coming events.  The most likely event to be suitable was the annual Fairy Dell event.  Brian will contact the Friends to see if this will be possible.
                                      BS
Kitty asked the dates of the next area and regional meetings as she has not been invited to them.  There is not an area meeting planned and the next regional is on 16th July in Gateshead.  Dennis will contact Stella Carmichael to ensure Kitty is on the mailing list.
     DR


Sunderland and Stockton have a town Fairtrade booklet.  Barry suggested we contact Jeff Duffield to see if funds are available to do something similar.




     MF
7. Date and Time of Next Meeting 
Thursday  16th September 12pm, Hebrew Prayer House.
Present:	


Cllr. Julia Rostron		Middlesbrough Council


Barry Coppinger		Middlesbrough Council


Kitty Grove-Stephenson	Voluntary Sector


Louise Willans 		Middlesbrough Environment City (MEC)


Brian Simpson 		MEC


Mark Fishpool		MEC


Dennis Reeves		MEC


Andrea Hagan		Durham University


Chris Francis			Middlesbrough Council





Apologies for Absence:


Phillip Henderson-Thynne	Macmillan Academy


Dana Lane			MVDA


Anura Rodrigo		Middlesbrough College


Cllr. Ron Lowes		Middlesbrough Council 


Nicky Walker 		Middlesbrough Council


Sandra Cartlidge		Middlesbrough Council


Brenda Thompson		Middlesbrough Council





	








