Middlesbrough Fairtrade Group Meeting

Thursday 3 July 2008, 12.15

Oberhausen Room, Middlesbrough Town Hall

Present: 
Cllr. Barry Coppinger

Middlesbrough Council, Chair



Cllr. Ron Lowes

Middlesbrough Council



John Whittingham

North East and Cumbria Co-operative



Mark Fishpool


Middlesbrough Environment City

Jeff Duffield
Middlesbrough Council, Community Protection



Kitty Grove-Stephenson
Society of Friends



Shabana Shanif

Middlesbrough Environment City



Bren McGowan

Middlesbrough Partnership


Berni Doab


Middlesbrough Voluntary Development Agency



Mike Douglas


Middlesbrough Council, Community Protection
Apologies for Absence

Naomi Priestley
Teesside One World Centre

Bob King
Middlesbrough Council, Community Protection

Joanne Fryett
North East Chamber of Commerce



ACTIONS

1. Minutes of Last Meeting

1.1
The minutes of the meeting held in the Spencer Room at Middlesbrough Town Hall on Thursday 8 May 2008, were agreed as a correct record.

2
Matters arising from the minutes

2.1
Database

2.1.1
MF circulated a revised database for information. A number of variations and potential additions were identified by the forum including Stuarts Park, Dorman’s Museum and Middlesbrough Golf Centre. Cleveland Constabulary needed to be added to the list of workplaces. It was agreed that SS would make the necessary checks before the final amended list was circulated to members. 
SS

BC asked that in view of existing delays, every effort be made to complete the amendments requested within the next few days. He expressed the hope that members share the listings with colleagues in their respective groups.
SS 

2.2
Fair-trade Cotton Bags.

2.2.1   BC asked what position had been reached with regard to the new supply of Fairtrade bags. MF advised that these were now to hand and suggested that the meeting consider what, were their preferred options for distribution. He recommended that past experience suggested the best results had come from free issue made in support of related events. 
2.2.2
BC agreed that it was preferable to offer them as encouragement rather

  Than being issued as an apparent reward. 
MF/JD
2.3         Middlesbrough News
2.3.1
JD reported that there was £1,000 available to cover the cost of an article for publication in the Middlesbrough News.
2.3.2
MF suggested that the basis for an article could be drawn from several related events presented by the MEC during the year. These provided local interest and could be made visually attractive using photographs taken at the time.
MF
2.3.3
BMc thought the next circulation would be October, and wondered if the article would be better left till a December Edition to catch the Christmas interest.

2.2.4
JD advised that it would be desirable to proceed as soon as possible in order to secure availability of finance.

2.2.5
BD urged that any article include at least a reference to the list of available outlets within Middlesbrough. Members felt that the inclusion of the list of outlets would be a good idea, subject, however, to abbreviation allowing, multiple premises operated by the same occupier to be grouped for convenience. The article should also encouraged premises, not already featured on the list, but selling fair-trade goods, to notify MEC as a means of securing their inclusion. 
SS/MD

2.3
Adult Learners Week 17 to 23 May

2.3.1
MF reported that the lack of time between the last meeting and the scheduled timetable had prevented any further action on the part of the forum in support of the Adult Learners Week programme.

2.4
Website
2.4.1
MD reported that progress had now been revived on the construction of a website. A home page and key contents had been mapped in draft and this would now be filled out with appropriate information to provide easy public navigation around relevant key topics. The site would offer a stand alone facility and in order to minimise cost and updating commitments, it was intended that as much reliance as possible would be placed on links to existing information sources. A detailed report would be available for the next meeting of the forum for approval, prior to final

commissioning.
MD

2.5.
Anniversary of Achievement of Fairtrade Town Status
2.5.1
 In the absence of any specific guidance from the national website, MF had prepared a draft annual report for submission to the National Fair-Trade Foundation, which he commended to the forum. He sought a volunteer from within the group to proof read the document prior to final approval and forwarding.

2.5.2
It was agreed that BMc would take a copy of the draft and proof read it for accuracy.
MGc/MF

2.5.3
It was important that the forum seek local promotion of the annual report. BC felt that this would be best achieved if the forum could gain the patronage of a local businessman or celebrity to champion it. He noted as an example local entrepreneur Duncan Walker Bannatyne, OBE D.Sc. involvement in a TV commentary on health of children in the third world. 

2.5.4
BD suggested that Gareth Southgate had been active in supporting sustainability issues and the Green Agenda, and might also be worth approaching Jim McCluskey might be able to offer a point of contact through Dave Allen.
2.5.5
It was agreed that the publication of the annual report would offer an ideal opportunity to pursue this action.
2.6
Certificates and Stickers
2.6.1
MF was concerned that the updating of certificates and stickers might be compromised by the establishment of copyright over the logo in favour of Bridge Design, who was the originating print and design company engaged.

2.6.2
JD advised that the original contract for the design had been issued by the Middlesbrough Council and that in the circumstances he did not believe that there would be any difficulty in future reproduction.

2.6.3
The forum was keen to see the matter progressed as quickly as possible. It was agreed MF would arrange their re-design based on the existing logo and circulate for approval. 
SS/MD

2.7
Fairtrade Roadshow
2.7.1
The Fairtrade Roadshow event at Hartlepool had been attended by MD and KGS and at Durham by MF. Both had been informative and well subscribed. George Alagiah, presenter of the BBC News, and a patron of the fair-trade movement provided a fascinating personal insight into the benefits offered by the fair-trade initiative based on his first hand experience whilst working as an overseas correspondent.
2.8
Middlesbrough Community Environmental Awards

2.8.1
MF reminded members that the current round of applications for Community Environmental Awards was under way. He suggested to JW that the North East & Cumbria Co-operative Society might wish to consider making an application.
2.9
Town Meal

2.9.1
MEC intended to sponsor a fair-trade stall as part of the Town Meal event.

2.9.2
KGS asked the date on which the event was due to take place. It was scheduled for September and MF undertook to clarify the exact date.

2.10
Fairtrade Options in Franchised Premises

2.10.1
The issue of use of fair-trade goods in premises benefiting from franchises offered by the Council was still to be discussed at the Environmental Sustainability Group. JD and MF would seek to promote the issues on behalf of the forum.
JD/MF

2.11
Primary Care Trust

2.11.1
In view of the interest expressed by Peter Haywood, Director of Public Health, it was agreed that early efforts be made to seek promotion of fair-trade goods in PCT premises. JD drew attention to the busy agenda that Peter Haywood had and cautioned that action may take time to progress.
3 Other Activities

3.1
Local Area Agreements
3.1.1
BMc advised the group that a reference to fair-trade now appeared in the programme of the local area agreements. Although this was not targeted in any specific way it represented a significant step forward.

3.1.2
JW wondered if the lack of targeting was an omission and could be scheduled into the work agenda in order to identify an action timetable.

3.1.3
Whilst it was pleasing to note the inclusion of the fair-trade agenda as part of such agreements, BC felt that there was a danger that imposing targets could create additional pressures that the forum was ill placed to deal with at the present time. 


3.2
Voice over Programme 2008.
3.2.1
The voice over programme provides an open survey of public opinion on topical issues. Questionnaires will be used to canvass the views of 1000 residents.

3.2.2
JD suggested that this might offer an excellent opportunity to test public awareness of fair-trade in Middlesbrough and gauge support for availability and access to fair-trade options in the town.
3.2.3
It was agreed that as there was a degree of urgency, MF should frame and submit three questions for possible inclusion. These should seek to establish the degree of positive support for fair-trade as a means of promoting future viability. There would be a need for a brief introductory paragraph to give concise background and context to the questions.

3.3
Middlesbrough Environment City

3.3.1
Middlesbrough Environment City had prepared a full programme of events to be delivered during the summer 2008 to support and publicise the key issues affecting sustainable development. MF reported that he fair-trade message would be targeted at several major public events.
4
Any Other Business

4.1
Partnership Boards
4.1.1
 BMc drew attention to the proposals to replace the existing Partnership Boards with Partnership Forums in changes soon to be implemented. This would open exchange of information with potentially very large and diverse contacts.
4.1.2
If a presentation could be prepared, BMc would attempt to have the Fair Trade Forum included on the agenda.
BMc
5             Dates and Times of Future Meetings

5.1
Future meetings of the group have been previously agreed for 


4 September 2008, 12.15pm, Spencer Room Middlesbrough Town Hall.


6 November 2008, 12.15pm, Oberhausen Room Middlesbrough Town Hall

