Tees Valley Go Bananas for Fairtrade Event Meeting 3
Monday 16th Feb 2009, 1.30pm

 MEC, 50A The Avenue, Middlesbrough TS5 6QT

Present: 
Shabana Sharif

Middlesbrough 


Martin Green


Hartlepool

Maureen Rigg

Stockton



Kitty Grove-Stephenson
Middlesbrough



Suzanne Fletcher

Stockton



Apologies:
Chris Eddowes (Hartlepool), Julia Cherrett (Stockton)), Nadia Wetherell (Darlington), Julie Cripps (Middlesbrough), Rosie and Ruth (Macmillan Academy Middlesbrough), Karen Greenwood (Middlesbrough)
Inflatable Banana Train Journey and programme of events
Both MR and MG have an inflatable banana which can be used. MG gave MR his banana which is to be left in its packet in case MR’s banana deflates. Once the banana reaches Middlesbrough SS will keep it in the MEC office where it may be collected from.  

Details of the event to take place in each area were decided as follows:

Stockton
The event will commence in Stockton at 11.30am on Friday 6th March with live music in the Arc. There will be a balloon race with the idea being buy a balloon and receive a banana. BBC Tees will broadcast a live countdown to the banana eating which will commence at 12pm. This will be the start of BBC Tees’ circular trip. MR will follow this up with Jenny. Banana waste will be taken to home composting bins by SF and MR.
The inflatable banana will leave Stockton on the 12.43 train. The Mayor, Mayoress, the Mayor’s attendant and MR will accompany the banana to Hartlepool. The Mayor will be wearing his Civic Chains.

MG spoke to Chris Benson station manager for the Tees Valley area to inform him of the planned events and MG is waiting to hear back from him. SF suggested asking train operators to let us know if the train was delayed but this may not be possible. If the train is running late the Mayoral car will be on standby which will take the banana to Hartlepool.   
Hartlepool

The train will arrive into Hartlepool station at 13.01 where the banana will be greeted by the Mayor Carl Richardson, MG and a few volunteers. SF requested an invite to be sent to Jane. Carl will pose for photographs at the station and the team from Stockton will get the 13.15 train back to Stockton. The banana will head to Middleton Grange Shopping Centre where there will be a stall and banana eating will already have begun at 12pm. The stall will remain active until 5pm and a rota has been set-up for volunteers to man the stall.  NB the stall in the shopping centre will be running for a total of two days as it will be set-up on Thurs. MG said composting cannot be accommodated as the indoor event is to comply with the rules of the shopping centre. After 5pm the banana will go to an annual charity event with Carl and will hopefully be seated behind the top table. MG will collect the banana at 10pm and will stay with him overnight.     

(The banana eating will continue on Sat at a coffee morning taking place from 10-12pm in St Georges Church Hall in central Hartlepool.)

MG and two students will take the 10.15 train from Hartlepool which will arrive into Middlesbrough at 10.45

Middlesbrough

SS, KGS, Mark Fishpool and banana man will arrive at Middlesbrough station to welcome the inflatable banana at 10.45. There will be a photo opportunity and the group will parade down to Captain Cook Square. The event will begin in the Square at 10am where a stall will be setup with banana face painting for the public. Students from Macmillan will hand out leaflets and banana man will greet people to raise awareness of the event. It has not been decided yet at which point in time free bananas will be handed out to people. When the parade arrives into the Square the inflatable banana will be officially welcomed by Mark Fishpool and he will introduce Cllr Ron Lowes who will accept the banana on the behalf of Middlesbrough. Macmillan students will perform at around 11.30 whilst banana eating will remain constant until 12pm. The guests will take the 12.30pm train to return to Hartlepool. Finer details of the event will be confirmed with Macmillan in the coming week.        
T-shirt update
It was decided that black T-shirts with the logo and lettering in yellow print would be most effective and that each area would take 10. SS will buy 30 L and XL Men’s T-shirts. SS will ask JC if the words “Tees Valley” can be included on the logo. Tri-star homes are sponsoring Stockton to cover the cost of the T-shirts.      

School Involvement

SS reported that students from Macmillan Academy were very keen to participate in the event in Middlesbrough. They will perform on the day, distribute leaflets, will offer banana face painting for young children and a student will dress up to be banana man to distribute bananas on the day. Students are also designing a banner for the Square.     

Publicity/advertising and use of logo
A template poster will be produced by SS which will be used by all areas. MR and MG will email SS their logos which will go onto the poster. Any large items should be sent to MG via her ‘gmail’ address.

CE will write an article about the event which will serve as a press release. Each rep should send a few lines of text to CE to guide her with writing this.       

Purchasing Bananas

It was also suggested for reps to contact retail outlets in their areas. Stores such as The Co-op, Sainsbury’s, Tesco and Lidl could be approached to ask for their support and potential contributions for the event. This was decided after discussing Kathryn Sygrove’s (Durham) success with gaining support from retail outlets and has generated 300 bananas to give away in Durham centre. It was suggested that the Co-op are not giving away anymore free bananas for their events.   
Kath Sainsbury from Justice First (working with Asylum seekers) 07816392257 has been contacted to arrange for them to take any bananas that are leftover from the event. SS will contact her. KGS suggested for Cath Ramos to be contacted who works with Congolese refugees to do the same thing in Middlesbrough. KGS will email SS Cath’s contact details.      
Mobile Numbers
It was decided that the reps should keep in touch with one another throughout the course of the event via mobile phones:
Maureen Rigg


Martin Green



Shabana Sharif


Suzanne Fletcher
 
Next Meeting
A short meeting will take place on Thurs 26th Feb at 9.30-10am at the MEC office for T-shirt collection.     
